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Ipsos is Canada's market intelligence leader and the country’s leading provider of public 

opinion research. With operations in eight cities, Ipsos employs more than 600 research 

professionals and support staff in Canada. The company has the biggest network of telephone 

call centres in Canada, as well as the largest pre-recruited household and on-line panels. Ipsos’ 

Canadian marketing research and public affairs practices are staffed with seasoned research 

consultants with extensive industry-specific backgrounds, offering the premier suite of research 

vehicles in Canada—all of which provide clients with actionable and relevant information. Ipsos 

is a leading global survey-based market research group. To learn more, visit www.ipsos.ca 
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CALGARIANS SUPPORT DEVELOPMENT OF NEW 

REGULATED SECONDARY SUITES 

76% Support More Secondary Suites 

Majority Say Important to have Separate Entrances (56%) and Off-
Street Parking (56%) 

 

Calgary, AB – A new Ipsos poll reveals that Calgary residents are supportive of the 

development of new regulated secondary suites in their city and would also be okay with a 

next door neighbour building a legal suite. Most residents want to see new secondary suites 

compliant with building and fire codes, as well as having separate entrances and off-street 

parking. Residents also want more information about secondary suites from The City of 

Calgary. 

Approval 

Three-quarters (76%) of Calgary residents say they support greater development of new 

secondary suites in Calgary, subject to regulations (21% strongly, 56% somewhat). One-

quarter (24%) say they oppose this development (8% strongly, 16% somewhat). 

 Support is well above majority levels across all city quadrants, both genders and all age 

groups. However, support is slightly lower among older Calgarians (69% among 55+ years vs. 

81% among 18-34 years, 78% 35-54 years). 

Acceptance Next Door 

The same percentage of Calgarians that support new secondary suites, also say they would 

accept one next door. Three-quarters (76%) of residents agree that ‘as a homeowner, I would 
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accept my next door neighbour building a legal suite, subject to regulations’ (26% strongly, 

49% somewhat). One-quarter (24%) disagree that they would accept this next door (9% 

strongly, 15% somewhat). 

 Acceptance is well above majority levels across all city quadrants, both genders and all age 

groups. However, as with support, acceptance of a new suite next door is lower among older 

Calgarians (61% among 55+ years vs. 80% among 18-34 years, 82% 35-54 years). 

 Acceptance is also slightly higher among current renters (81%) than among current 

homeowners (73%). 

Desired Conditions/Regulations 

Eight-in-ten (80%) Calgarians say that it is important to them that The City ensures new 

secondary suites are compliant with building and fire codes. A majority also say that it is 

important to them that City approval of new suites includes a requirement for a separate 

entrance (56%) and on-site (off-street) parking (56%). Only about three-in-ten (29%) residents 

say it is important to them that City approval includes restrictions on the size of the suite. 

Information from The City 

The vast majority of Calgarians are looking for more information from The City on this topic. 

Nine-in-ten (89%) agree ‘I would like The City of Calgary to provide citizens with more 

information about secondary suites’ (31% strongly, 58% somewhat). Only 9% disagree they 

want more information from The City (2% strongly, 9% somewhat).  
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These are the findings of an Ipsos poll of 507 adult City of Calgary residents conducted online using 

Ipsos’ national online household panel between June 18 and 23, 2015. These data were statistically 

weighted to ensure the sample's regional, age and sex composition reflects that of the actual City of 

Calgary population according to 2011 Census data. The precision of Ipsos online polls is measured 

using a credibility interval.  In this case, the poll is accurate to within +/- 5.0 percentage points had all 

City of Calgary adults been surveyed. All sample surveys and polls may be subject to other sources of 

error, including, but not limited to coverage error, and measurement error.  
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For more information on this news release, please contact: 

Jamie Duncan, Vice-President, Ipsos Public Affairs 
587-952-4863 

 
For full tabular results, please visit our website at www.ipsos-na.com.  News Releases are 

available at: http://www.ipsos-na.com/news-polls/ 
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