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Eight in Ten (80%) Canadians Believe Electric Cars are the

Way of the Future

Three Quarters (75%) Would Like to Drive a Car Not Powered by Gasoline; Two in
Three (64%) Would Consider Buying or Leasing a Hydrogen Fuel Cell Vehicle

Toronto, ON - Eight in ten (80%) Canadians ‘agree’ (33% strongly/48% somewhat) that
‘electric cars are the way of the future’, according to a new Ipsos poll conducted on behalf of
Hyundai. Just two in ten (20%) ‘disagree” (3% strongly/17% somewhat) that they’re the way
of the future. In fact, three quarters (75%) of Canadians ‘agree’ (32% strongly/44%
somewhat) that they would ‘like to have a car that is not powered by traditional gasoline’,
while only one in four (25%) ‘disagree’ (7% strongly/18% somewhat) that they would like to

drive such a car.

The reticence of some towards electric cars could be driven by the fact that a majority (71%)
‘agrees’ (25% strongly/46% somewhat) that ‘constantly having to charge electric cars is a
pain’ (29% disagree - 7% strongly/22% somewhat). While most (90%) can ‘agree’ (45%
strongly /45% somewhat) that ‘cars that operate on an alternate source of fuel rather than
traditional gasoline are great for the environment’ and that they’re “innovative’ (89% agree -
38% strongly /51% somewhat), two in three (67%) also ‘agree” (20% strongly/47% somewhat)
that they would ‘like to own an eco-friendly car but electric-powered cars are too much
hassle’. One in three (33%) ‘disagrees” (8% strongly/25% somewhat) that electric-powered

cars are too much hassle.

© Ipsos
-1-
Washington « New York ¢ Los Angeles o Austin ¢ Chicago ¢ St. Louis ¢ Cincinnati

Minneapolis « Seattle ¢ San Francisco « Vancouver « Calgary « Winnipeg « Toronto
o Guelph o Ottawa « Montreal « St. John



Hydrogen fuel-cell technology may be able to address many of the hesitations that Canadians
have about electric cars. Fuel cell technology is a type of power source for electric cars
designed specifically to run on hydrogen. The reaction of hydrogen and air in the fuel cell
generates electricity and water, and the electricity powers the car battery and motor. The only

emission or byproduct created is pure water.

Given this description, just one in four (24%) say they’re ‘familiar’ (3% very/22% somewhat)
with hydrogen fuel cell technology, while most (76%) are not (43% not very/32% not at all
familiar - never heard of it). Those living in Ontario (31%) are most aware, followed by those
living in BC (25%), Alberta (20%), Saskatchewan and Manitoba (20%), Atlantic Canada (20%),

and Quebec (17%). Given this information:

e Nine in ten (89%) ‘agree’ (38% strongly/52% somewhat) that ‘it has a positive impact
on the environment’, while one in ten (11%) ‘disagrees’ (2% strongly /9% somewhat).

e Most (86%) “agree” (38% strongly/47% somewhat) that ‘zero emissions vehicles are
key to Canada reducing its carbon emissions’, while 14% ‘disagree’” (3%
strongly/11% somewhat).

e FEight in ten (80%) ‘agree” (30% strongly/50% somewhat) that they ‘would like the
government to provide more support for hydrogen fuel cell technology’, while just
two in ten (20%) ‘disagree” (4% strongly/16% somewhat).

e FEight in ten (77%) ‘agree’ (23% strongly/54% somewhat) that ‘hydrogen fuel cell
powered vehicles are the way of the future’, while 23% “disagree” (3% strongly/19%

somewhat).
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e Six in ten (58%) ‘agree” (10% strongly/47% somewhat) that ‘it can’t stand up to
Canada’s cold weather’, while four in ten (42%) ‘disagree’” (6% strongly/36%
somewhat).

e Three in ten (27%) ‘agree’ (4% strongly/23% somewhat) that the ‘technology is
dangerous’, while seven in ten (73%) ‘disagree’ (19% strongly/55% somewhat) that it
is.

In short, two in three (64%) Canadians ‘agree” (17% strongly/47% somewhat) that they

would ‘consider buying or leasing a hydrogen fuel cell vehicle if it was available in their

area’, while one in three (36%) “disagree” (9% strongly/27% somewhat) and would not

consider driving such a vehicle.

Respondents were presented with a list of facts about hydrogen fuel cell technology, and
were asked the degree to which they considered each to be a benefit of the technology:

The following chart demonstrates what Canadians had to say:

Table: % of Canadians Who Believe Each Attribute is a Benefit

Major Benefit | Minor Benefit | No Benefit
You can drive more than 400 kilometers on 71% 21% 8%
a single tank
The engine makes very little noise 56% 34% 10%
They produce no greenhouse gas 82% 13% 5%
emissions
They are not reliant on highly volatile fuel 74% 20% 6%
prices
The car has instant torque 47 % 40% 13%
The refueling process takes less than 5 64 % 26% 10%
minutes
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These are some of the findings of an Ipsos poll conducted between May 27" and June 1%, 2015 on
behalf of Hyundai. For this survey, a sample of 1,501 Canadians from Ipsos’ Canadian online panel
were interviewed online. Weighting was then employed to balance demographics to ensure that the
sample's composition reflects that of the adult population according to Census data and to provide
results intended to approximate the sample universe. The precision of Ipsos online polls is measured
using a credibility interval. In this case, the poll is accurate to within +/ - 2.9 percentage points, 19
times out of 20, had all Canadian adults been polled. The credibility interval will be wider among
subsets of the population. All sample surveys and polls may be subject to other sources of error,

including, but not limited to coverage error, and measurement error.
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For more information on this news release, please contact:

Sean Simpson
Vice President
Ipsos Public Affairs
(416) 572-4474

For full tabular results, please visit our website at www.ipsos-na.com. News Releases are
available at: http://www.ipsos-na.com/news-polls/
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