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In Wake of Paris Terror Attacks,
Six in Ten (60%) Canadians Oppose Government’s Plan to Settle

25,000 Refugees by End of Year
Two in Three (68%) Support Participation of Canadian Forces Fighter Jets
Aguainst ISIS in Iraq and Syria

Toronto, ON - In the wake of the terror attacks that devastated Paris one week ago, a new
Ipsos poll conducted on behalf of Global News has revealed that a majority of Canadians
disagree (60%) with the government’s plan to settle 25,000 refugees in Canada before the end
of the year. Moreover, two in three (68 %) Canadians support the use of Canadian Forces
fighter jets in air strikes against ISIS, meaning that on both of these issues the government
appears to be facing strong public-opinion headwinds. When it comes to the Prime
Minister’s campaign pledge to remove Canadian Fighter Jets from Iraq and Syria, Canadians
are split on whether Trudeau should stay committed to his pledge and ground the jets or

continue bombing ISIS.

Six in Ten Disagree with Government’s Goal of Settling 25,000 Refugees in
2015...

Despite heightened security concerns in the aftermath of the Paris terror attacks, the
government has stayed firm on its commitment to settle 25,000 refugees of the ISIS conflict by
year’s end. However, the results of the poll reveal that the government’s goal is contrary to

public opinion.
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Six in ten (60%) ‘disagree’ (36% very much/24% somewhat) that the government of Canada
should ‘immediately accept up to 25,000 government-sponsored refugees in 2015", while

just four in ten (40%) ‘agree’ (15% very much/24% somewhat) with the government’s goal.
Agreement with the government’s position is up just 1 point since the pledge was originally

made by Justin Trudeau during the campaign; opposition is down 1 point.
Security Concerns are Paramount for Canadians...

Canadians were presented with a wide variety of statements relating to the settlement of
refugees in Canada, and it appears that security concerns are paramount for Canadians,
ahead of humanitarian concerns. Tracking is compared to Canadian data collected in

September and October, 2015, before the Paris terrorist attacks.
Question: A refugee is someone who is fleeing their home country because they fear for their personal safety. Sometimes

they fear persecution based on their race, religion, nationality or political opinions. Sometimes they fear war or some

other threatening situation. Thinking about your country, do you agree or disagree with the following statements:

% Agree % Disagree
Attitude (very mucly (very
somewhat) much/ somewhat)

We can't compromise my country's security: individual refugees- 80% (52%/28%) 20% (6% /14%)
regardless of how dire their personal situation is-must go through a Up 2 points Down 2 points
proper security screening to make sure they aren't terrorists even if this
slows down their admission
There are terrorists pretending to be refugees who will enter my 67% (31%/37%) 33% (11%/22%)
country to cause violence and destruction Down 4 points Up 4 points
I'm confident that most refugees who come to my country will 57% (12% /44%) 43% (14%/29%)
successfully integrate into their new society Unchanged Unchanged
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I'm confident that my country's border security forces can identify any
potential terrorists who pretend to be refugees in order to get into my

country to do harm

48% (15% /33%)
Down 2 points

52% (20%/31%)
Up 2 points

When someone says they are worried about terrorists pretending to be
refugees in order to get into my country, they are mostly using this as

an excuse to justify not helping refugees as much as we should be

42% (15%/27%)
Down 3 points

58% (27% /30%)
Up 3 points

Most foreigners who want to get into my country as a refugee really
aren't refugees They just want to come here for economic reasons, or to

take advantage of our welfare services

42% (14% /28%)
Down 10 points

58% (23%/35%)
Up 10 points

My country has lots of room for refugees and should take in as many as

we can.

40% (15%/25%)
Down 5 points

60% (28%/32%)
Up 5 points

We must close our borders to refugees entirely-we can't accept any at

this time

33% (14%/19%)
Down 1 point

67% (35%/32%)
Up 1 point

When a humanitarian emergency takes place my country should admit
refugees as quickly as possible even if this means we have to modify

our normal security screening procedures to do it

28% (9% /19%)
Down 11 points

72% (39%/33%)
Up 11 points

I am prepared to sponsor a refugee family to come to my country and

take them into my home and help them get settled

17% (4% /13%)
Down 5 points

83% (54%/29%)
Up 5 points

Three Quarters (75%) See a Terrorist attack in Canada as a Real Threat, Up 14

Points since the Paris Attacks...

Most (75%) Canadians see a terrorist attack taking place in Canada as a real threat (29%

very/46% somewhat), while just one quarter say it isn’t (5% not at all/20% not much). This

threat is up 14 points since last month.

Canadians also see the possibility of other significant and growing threats to Canada,

including:
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Canada being involved in an armed conflict with another country: 66% real threat
(21% very/45% somewhat) vs. 34% not a threat (8% not at all/26% not much). This
threat is up 16 points.

A nuclear, biological or chemical attack taking place somewhere in the world: 64%
real threat (27% very/37% somewhat) vs. 36% not a threat (9% not at all/27% not
much). This threat is up 1 point.

A violent conflict breaking out between ethnic or minority groups in Canada: 52%
see it as a threat (17% very/35% somewhat) vs. 48% not a threat (13% not at all/35%
not much). This threat is up 3 points.

The personal safety and security of Canadians personally, and their family, being
violated: 45% real threat (15% very/30% somewhat) vs. 55% not a threat (15% not at

all/39% not much). This threat is up 1 point.

Canadians Cautiously Confident that Canadian Security Agencies Could

Respond Effectively to a Variety of Crises...

If any of these things were to happen in the next twelve months, Canadians appear

cautiously confident that the Canadian government and its agencies could provide the

appropriate levels of security and protection to respond effectively to the following:

A violent conflict breaking out between ethnic or minority groups in Canada: 66 %
confident (17% very/49% somewhat) vs. 34% not confident (6% not at all/27% not
very). Confidence is up 4 points.

The personal safety and security of you or your family being violated: 66% confident
(17% very/49% somewhat) vs. 34% not confident (7% not at all/27% not very).

Confidence is up 2 points. Confidence is up 2 points.

© Ipsos
-4-
Washington « New York ¢ Los Angeles o Austin ¢ Chicago ¢ St. Louis ¢ Cincinnati

Minneapolis « Seattle ¢ San Francisco « Vancouver « Calgary « Winnipeg « Toronto
o Guelph o Ottawa « Montreal « St. John



e Canada being involved in an armed conflict with another nation: 65% confident
(17% very/48% somewhat) vs. 35% not confident (6% not at all/29% not very).
Confidence is up 4 points.

e A terrorist attack taking place in Canada: 62% confident (18% very/44% somewhat)
vs. 38% not confident (7% not at all/30% not very). Confidence is down 1 point.

¢ A nuclear, biological or chemical attack taking place somewhere in the world: 51%
confident (15% very/35% somewhat) vs. 49% not confident (14% not at all/35% not

very). Confidence is up 1 point.
Most Support Canadian CF-18 Involvement in Airstrikes...

Despite the government’s insistence that the air strikes against ISIS targets will end, two in
three (68%) Canadians ‘agree’ (36% strongly/32% somewhat) that they ‘support the use of
Canadian Forces Fighter Jets in the international coalition’s airstrikes against ISIS targets in
Iraq and Syria’, while one in three (32%) “disagree’ (13% strongly/19% somewhat) with the
mission. While strong, support for the airstrikes is down 6 points since March; opposition is

up 6 points.

While there exists strong support for the current air-strike mission, Canadians are split on
whether Trudeau should keep his election promise to end the mission: one half (52%) agree
(24% strongly/28% somewhat) that the Prime Minister should ‘stay committed to his
campaign promise to remove Canadian CF-18 jets from the airstrike mission against ISIS
targets in Iraq and Syria’, while the other half (48%) “disagree” (22% strongly /26% somewhat)
that he should keep his promise, ultimately believing he should keep the jets in their current

mission.
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Three quarters (73%) of Canadians “agree’ (33% strongly/40% somewhat) that “the coalition
of allies can win the war against ISIS’, while one quarter (27%) ‘disagrees” (6% strongly/21%

somewhat) that this is a battle that can be won. These figures are unchanged since March.

A majority of Canadians appear willing to ramp up efforts against ISIS. In fact, six in ten
(62%) ‘agree’ (27% strongly/35% somewhat) that they ‘support the use of Canadian Forces on
the ground in a combat mission against ISIS in Iraq and Syria’, while four in ten (38%)
‘disagree’ (14% strongly /24 % somewhat) with this idea. Support is down 3 points, while

opposition is up 3 points.

These are some of the findings of an Ipsos poll conducted between November 17 and 19, 2015, on
behalf of Global News. For this survey, a sample of 1,002 Canadians from Ipsos' online panel was
interviewed online. Weighting was then employed to balance demographics to ensure that the sample's
composition reflects that of the adult population according to Census data and to provide results
intended to approximate the sample universe. The precision of Ipsos online polls is measured using a
credibility interval. In this case, the poll is accurate to within +/ - 3.5 percentage points, 19 times out
of 20, had all Canadian adults been polled. The credibility interval will be wider among subsets of the
population. All sample surveys and polls may be subject to other sources of error, including, but not

limited to coverage error, and measurement error.
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For more information on this news release, please contact:

Darrell Bricker, PhD
CEO
Ipsos Global
Public Affairs
(416) 324-2001

For full tabular results, please visit our website at www.ipsos-na.com.
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